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Register Now! and get your early bird price until 27 th of February.
For rates, accommodations and other important information, please
check the website .

PRE-CONFERENCE COURSE - THE SAGITAL PROFILE

Please join us for an innovative program on the sagittal profile that
will be held on 3rd May 2017 (a day before the main meeting
begins). This is the first year where the pre-meeting course is
focusing on biomechanics, assessment, and conservative treatment
of pediatric and adult sagittal pathology and postural defects.
Many leaders in the field of spinal deformity from all over the world
will be presenting.
Registration for this course is mandatory and will be an incredible
opportunity to expand your management of patients in the sagittal
profile!
Hagit Berdishevsky

Faculty for Pre-Conference Course

Publish your Research in our Open Access Journal - 'Scoliosis and
Spinal Disorders'
Please remember to visit and review all recent articles published
within our Society’s Journal and support the development of this
through submission of your own research articles. The journal is
open access and included in the majority of online databases
including Citebase, Pubmed and Scopus!
Visit the journal website to access current articles and submit a
manuscript for approval.
The editorial team of our journal benefit from the experience of Dr.
Theodoros Grivas and we would also like to introduce Dr. Dino
Samartzis.
Dr Theodoros B Grivas, MD, PhD is currently Director of the
Traumatology and Orthopaedic Department at Tzaneio General Hospital
in Piraeus.
Dr Dino Samartzis, DSc, is a faculty member at the Department of
Orthopaedics and Traumatology at The University of Hong Kong (HKU)
and Director of Clinical Spine Research, Deputy Director of the
Laboratory and Clinical Research Institute of Pain, and Warden (Head) of
Hornell Hall at HKU.

Chair: Josette Bettany-Saltikov and Hagit Berdishevsky
 Larry Cohen
 Darius Czaprowski
 Sabrina Donzelli
 Carole Fortin
 Nicolas Fraisse
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 Andrea Lebel
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 Lise Stolze
 James Wynne
 Fabio Zaina
As previous, our Post-Conference Research Course is free and
highly recommended.
This very informative course will be led by Eric Parent.

Scientific Committee SOSORT 2017

Mois de la Scoliose, Quebec

On November 25th we had the privilege of having Dr Hubert
Labelle lecture on his ‘Perspectives on the early detection of
scoliosis’ at Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières during our
‘Mois de la Scoliose’
This was a great wake up call, both for the future, as well as for
the currently practicing health care professionals in the room: no
more excuses for not using a scoliometer! Dr Labelle has very
eloquently demonstrated the importance of training school
screening personnel on the use of the scoliometer. He also had
encouraging words on the possibility of reverting back to
screening in Quebec schools in the years to come.
The second part of his talk was on the advances of his team on
the modeling of Boston braces with computer-assisted
simulations using finite elements in engineering. Better rigid
braces are being manufactured now because of this technology.
A short section was also dedicated to his 30 years of experience
with the surgery of paediatric scoliosis at St-Justine’s hospital in
Montréal, inspiring us to ensure we work harder in the field of
the conservative treatment of scoliosis in order to avoid it at all
cost, but also reassuring to hear about the advances in this field
with the use of non-fusion surgery in certain cases.
Dr Labelle was generous enough to let us film the whole
conference, which should be available on our website;
http://www.moisdelascoliose.ca/videos_en.html in the weeks to
come.
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SOSORT Lyon 2017 - Research Course

IMAGE: This is a scoliosis patient's back before and after six months
of Schroth physiotherapeutic scoliosis-specific exercises.
Credit: University of Alberta
For teens with scoliosis, a new study shows specialized physical
therapy exercises can improve the curve of the spine, muscle
endurance and quality of life, as researchers advocate for
conservative management to be added to the standard of care
for patients in Canada.
"Currently patients diagnosed with scoliosis are either monitored
for progression, treated with a brace, or, in severe cases,
offered surgery," explained Sanja Schreiber from the University
of Alberta's Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine. "Our study
showed that 88 per cent of patients who did the Schroth
physiotherapeutic scoliosis-specific exercises showed
improvements or prevented progression in their scoliosis curves
over six months compared to 60 per cent in the group receiving
only standard of care."
Full Text Article

The course will consist of three practical workshops, participants will
discuss with the lecturer, how to adequately assess the quality of
the reporting and the design for three different types of research
projects: randomized controlled trial, cross-sectional / retrospective
study of intervention effects, and prospective prognostic study.
Participants will be asked to comment and participate in the
interactive discussions related to the main threats faced by
researchers during the development of research projects using such
designs in the scoliosis field. To promote more interactions, we
propose that participants read articles provided as examples for
each of the types of research to be discussed prior to the course
and background material to guide appraisal discussions. We will
refer to sections of this papers and ask your opinions about their
quality as we practice quality appraisal. The interactive sessions will
make use of online voting tools participants are encouraged to bring
a laptop computer preferably (alternatively tablets and phone may
allow online voting).

In addition, exclusively for the participants to the Research course
there will be the opportunity to discuss their own research project
with a research consultant during office hours throughout the
conference. You will be asked to express your interest. These
discussions should be based on a specific project idea you have
been working on. The purpose is not to brainstorm ideas completely
out of the blue. Alternatively, those wishing to receive help in
reading a scientific article could bring a specific paper as example to
guide discussion. (These consultations will be offered on a first
come first served system until available times of consulted are
filled).
Eric Parent, Sabrina Donzelli, Patrick knott

SEAS in New York
Scientific Exercises Approach to Scoliosis (SEAS) in New York the
Very First Time SEAS Level 1 Course with Michele Romano - the
Italian National Rehabilitation Director of ISICO (Italian Scientific
Spinal Institute) and Alessandra Negrini - Co-director of the
"Negrini Center for Scoliosis and Spinal Pathologies" in Vigevano.
This course was hosted by Schroth NYC, Hagit Berdishevsky and
Hunter College Physical Therapy Department on the weekend of
January 27-29, 2017 and it was a great success. Most of the
participants were Schroth trained physical therapists and a
wonderful integration happened between the SEAS and the
Schroth method towards patient care. Another Level 1 will be held
at Hunter College between May 26-28. And Level 2 to be
announced soon.
Alessandra Negrini, Hagit Berdishevky and Michele Romano
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